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State Official: Russian Nuclear-Armed Drone 
Sub Threatens US - Bill Gertz, Washington Free Beacon

continued on page  6

Annual Christmas
Luncheon

December 19, 2015

On Saturday December 19, 2015 
the LA/Pasadena Base USSVI 
will hold their annual Christmas 
luncheon for the year 2015. The 
luncheon will be held at the , 
Navy Golf Course, 5660 Or-
angewood Avenue, Cypress CA 
90630 in the Eagles Nest ban-
quet room. 
See page 6 for details and page 
17 for the registration form.

Russia’s development of a nuclear-armed drone submarine capable of inflicting widespread 
damage on U.S. coasts poses a serious threat, a senior State Department official testified on 
Tuesday.
Rose Gottemoeller, undersecretary of state for arms control and international security, told a 
House hearing that she has raised the issue with the Russians.
“I know we are concerned about it; of course we are concerned about it as threat to the 
United States,” Gottemoeller said under questioning from Rep. Mike Turner.
The undersecretary, who is the key policymaker for arms control issues, said the system 
would be a greater threat if “widely put into op-
eration.”
The comment prompted Turner to reply: “One 
would probably be sufficiently troubling.”
“I think it is a troubling system, sir,” Gottemoeller 
said.
The exchange came during a joint hearing of the 
House Armed Services and House Foreign Af-
fairs Committees on Russian arms cheating that 
highlighted a developmental weapons system first 
reported in Sept. 8 by the Washington Free Bea-
con. The NATO code name for the drone, which 
intelligence analysts say would be armed with a 
multi-megaton nuclear warhead for use against 
U.S. harbors and coastal cities, is “Kanyon.”
Russian government-controlled NTV television 
on Nov. 10 broadcast a purported classified docu-
ment revealing the drone submarine as a nuclear-
armed, nuclear powered unmanned underwater 
vehicle.
The document revealed that a large underwater 
drone called “Status 6” is under development 
and will be carried underneath one of two types 
of submarines. The drone can travel thousands of 
miles at high speeds and could be used for nuclear 
attacks on U.S. coastal cities.
A CIA analysis of the document and television report assessed that the disclosure was inten-
tional and part of Russian nuclear saber-rattling.
Turner pressed Gottemoeller during the hearing to explain what the U.S. government has 
done to respond and communicate U.S. concerns to Russia about the drone submarine.
Gottemoeller declined to say what the United States is doing in response to the drone sub-
marine development but said she has discussed the weapon system with Russian officials.
The discussions “make it clear to them that it is a concern of the United States of America.” 
She declined to provide details on the exchange in an open session.

Rose Gottemoeller, Undersecretary 
of State for Arms Control and Inter-
national Security
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From the wardroom...
Dave Vanderveen, Base Commander

Shipmates and Ladies,

     This morning, I enjoyed a presentation at my Grandkids’ school focused on the 
joys of the coming holidays.  I was impressed by the way staff at their Christian 
school wove together celebration of Christmas with celebration of other faiths’ holi-
days (holy days) without diminishing any of them.  I think that reflects the concepts 
of our cultural “melting pot” and our nation’s religious freedom in a way that I wish 
our news media would understand and use.  I am convinced that what my Grandkids 
and their schoolmates saw and learned today is a strong counterpoint to the cultural 
divisiveness and tribalism portrayed in media.  It renews my belief that children can 
save our country’s future and our freedoms, given strong moral reinforcement while 
they’re growing.  

     As you probably heard, our Holiday Luncheon is coming up soon – specifically on 
Saturday, December 19th at the Eagle’s Nest on the Navy Golf Course.  If you haven’t 
signed up yet, please pull the form from this issue of the “Periscope” and send it to 
me along with a check payable to LA/Pasadena Base for your meal.  It is a nice, re-
laxed opportunity to enjoy time with your shipmates and loved ones.  I enjoy it every 
year!

     Coming in January, will be our Hobo Stew lunch during the regular meeting, and 
afterward we’ll hear a good story by Hank Fordham about his experiences as a sub-
marine veteran AND  later a combat pilot in Viet Nam.  Hank’s a quiet, unassuming 
guy who has done a lot and who tells a story well! 

     I hope you’ll allow me to join you in wishing our veterans and our current mili-
tary personnel safety, health and peace of mind during this holiday season, and 
always.

Merry Christmas, and Happy Holidays to you and your families.

                              Dave Vanderveen
                              Base Commander 
                              Los Angeles/Pasadena Base, USSVI
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   Our base Vice Commander Jack Mahan called every-
one to the chow line and again Bach Fleming gave some 
order to the buffet.  Thanks again Bach.

   The General Member Meeting was called to order at 
1300 by Jack Mahan.  All members and guests saluted the 
flag and recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by our COB, 
Dennis Bott.  The COB delivered the invocation then a 
moment of silence for all our departed shipmates and lost 
crewmen who are now on eternal patrol.  

   Art Wilson stepped up to announce the passing of Lyle 
Umenhoffer and asked for a moment of silence in his 
memory.

   Ken Dorn gave an informative rendition or his father’s 
exploits in the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
133 during and after WWII.  Thanks Ken. Anyone with 
similar stories is always welcome to share them with their 
shipmates during the general meeting.

   Jim Burnette informed members that he has spoken to 
Alan Bradfield.  Alan has gone through some hard times 
but Jim says his spirits are up.  Hurry back Alan we all 
miss you.

   Jack announced that Hank Fordham will be our 
speaker at the January meeting.  He will share an exciting 
account of his career in the Navy and the Air Force as a 
fighter pilot.  I, for one, am looking forward to it.

   The 50/50 drawing prize was $23 won by Bill Moak and 
Bob Conboy.  Both winners donated ½ to the Memorial 
fund and ½ to the flower fund.

   At 1330 hours Harold Staggs motioned to adjourn the 
meeting and seconded by Ben Van Devender.  The mo-
tion was approved by all and the meeting was adjourned.

Fraternally,

Dennis Walsh
Secretary,  
LA/Pasadena Base USSVI

USSVI LA/Pasadena Base 
General "Meeting" Minutes

November 21, 2015 Herb "Bo" Bolton 
Dennis Bott 
James L. Burnett 
Larry Butler 
Bob Conboy 
Joe Derrico 
Ken Dorn 
Bach Fleming 
Rob Fleming 
Harry Fordham 
Sam Higa 
Joe Koch 
Jack Mahan 
Marlene Mahan 

Bill Moak 
Jeff Porteous 
Paul Riggs 
Rocky Rockers 
Marilyn Senior 
Hal Silverman 
Harold Staggs 
Mike Swanson 
Ben Van Devender 
Ron Wagner 
Dennis Walsh 
Art Wilson

November 2015 Sailing List

SUBMARINE VETERANS
SILENT SERVICE

T-Shirts

A Los Angeles/Pasadena Base Production

  3-color print on navy
  Dolphins on chest
  High-quality 100% pre-shrunk  
  cotton t-shirt

$18.
50
each

+ $6.00 shipping

Make check payable to: Los Angeles/Pasadena Base of USSVI
Mail to: Hal Silverman, 15142 Vermont Street, Westminster, CA 92683

For information, email: ha.silverman@verizon.net

$18.
50
each

+ $6.00 shipping

AVAILABLE IN SIZES 
S    M    L    XL    2XL    3XL

SPECIFY SIZE WHEN ORDERING
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Treasurer’s Report for 
December, 2015
 
Checking       $16,089.46
Savings              4,701.46
Total              $20,790.92
 
Revenue was $3,230, and expenditures were $1,261.34 for 
the month.  All suppliers are paid up-to-date, and all Na-
tional dues collected have been forwarded to USSVI.
 
Dave Vanderveen
Acting Treasurer
LA/Pasadena Base

LO S  A N G E L E S  /  PA S A D E N A  B A S E 

2 015  B O O S T E R  C LU B
A special thank you to the following individuals and organizations whose generous contributions 
help make our Base activities and charitable functions possible:

Booster Club contributions 
are accepted in any amount 
and may be made at meetings 
by cash or check payable 
to Los Angeles/Pasadena 
Base of USSVI. Checks may 
also be sent to Sam Higa, 
Treasurer,  Los Angeles/ 
Pasadena Base, USSVI,  
729 Avenida Majorca Unit C 
Laguna Woods CA 92637.  
To ensure proper credit, be 
sure to indicate Booster Club 
on your check.

A new list of Booster Club contributors begins each January.

Larry Butler 
Bob Conboy

Kenneth Love
Rob & Bach Fleming

Chuck & Marilyn Senior

George & Valerie Walrath 
Ken Dorn

Berry Yolken
Joe Koch

Matt Turner 
Sam Higa

December Christmas 
Luncheon
Monthly meetings are held on the third Saturday of the 
month in Building 6 on the Seal Beach Naval Weapons 
Station, 800 Seal Beach Blvd., Seal Beach, CA. However, 
our next meeting is:

          Date:   Saturday, December 19, 2015
   Location:  Navy Golf Course, 5660 Orangewood Ave., 
                   Cypress
  
          Time:    1100 – '"Attitude Adjustment Hour" 
                    1215 –   Christmas Lunch 
                    (No host bar available)
                            See luncheon details on page 6.
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Lyle Umenhoffer with USS Indianaopolis (CA 35) memorabilia as he looked when he last visited 
LAP/USSVI Base, and was our guest speaker on January 18, 2014.  

Lyle passed away last month. The funeral was held before base members new he was gone.

Note from Dave Vanderveen (repeated from January 2014 issue of the Periscope):
Lyle Umenhoffer, who survived the sinking of USS Indianapolis in the last weeks of World War 
II will talk with us on Saturday, January 18th, about the loss of the ship and and his experi-
ences among the sharks while waiting for rescue.
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State Official: Russian Nuclear-
Armed Drone Sub Threatens 
US - Bill Gertz, Washington Free Beacon

Gottemoeller appeared before the subcommittee on stra-
tegic forces to discuss Russia’s violation of the 1987 Inter-
mediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty. She said Moscow is 
continuing to deny the development of a new intermediate-
range ground launched cruise missile is a treaty violation.
Subcommittee Chairman Rep. Mike Rogers (R., Ala.) raised 
the issue of the nuclear drone submarine during his open-

ing remarks.
“According to the Russian trans-
lations of what was disclosed, 
this weapon would provide 
Russia a new capability to dam-
age ‘the important components 
of the adversary’s economy in a 
coastal area and inflicting unac-
ceptable damage to a country’s 
territory by creating areas of 
wide radioactive contamination 
that would be unsuitable for 
military, economic, or other ac-
tivity for long periods of time,’” 
Rogers said.
“What does it say about a 
country that feels that nuclear 
weapons are such a significant 
tool of its military and diplo-

matic strategy that it discloses systems in this manner?” 
Rogers added.
“And what does this say about a country that would invest 
resources in such a weapon? This is just nuts.”
Rogers said the only time President Obama discussed 
nuclear weapons is “when he wants to propose reducing 
them.”

Russian Drone Submarine "Kanyon"

“The world is paying attention. We need our president to 
change his rhetoric.” Rogers said.
On the treaty violation, Gottemoeller and Brian McKeon, 
deputy undersecretary of defense for policy, testified that 
Russia is continuing to deny its new ground-launched 
cruise missile constitutes a violation.
Both officials also declined to specify what actions are being 
taken in response to the missile violation, which has been 

Notice for the Christmas
Luncheon

As a reminder, the Christmas luncheon will be held Decem-
ber 19, 2015 at the Navy Golf Course located 5660 Orange-
wood Ave. Cypress, CA.

The luncheon will start at 12:15 with an attitude adjustment 
hour starting at 11:00AM. There is a no-host bar available 
on the premises.

There will be a golf cart and driver to bring members and 
guests to and from the banquet room.

If anyone has special dietary restrictions, please let either 
Dave or myself know as soon as possible. If any member 
or guest can’t make the luncheon, the Golf Course is more 
than happy to box up the meal “to go”.

The actual “Tolling of the Boats” will begin during the  
dessert portion of the meal.

As in the past, please make checks payable to the LA/Pasa-
dena Base USSVI. Please do not make checks to either Dave 
or me. His address and telephone are located at the bottom 
registration form located on page 17.

Any questions don’t hesitate to call or email me.

Hope to see everyone there,

Dennis Walsh
Secretary
LA/Pasadena Base USSVI
(714)624-6795

continued from page 1

Subcommittee on Stra-
tegic Forces Chairman 
Rep. Mike Rogers (R., 
Ala.) 
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November Meeting Photos



THE PERISCOPE • December 2015  8

November Meeting Photos
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Monthly Meeting — 
Call for volunteers for Memorial Day preparation

Monthly Meeting — Nominating  Committee appointed
Call for participants for Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade

Memorial Day Ceremony at Submarine Memorial–West — 1100

Monthly Meeting — Annual Steak Fry  
Call for Nominations for 2016 Base Offi  cers

110th Annual Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade

LeRoy Stone Memorial Picnic — Bunker 33, Weapons Station
Monthly Meeting — 
Announce slate of candidates for 2016 Base Offi  cers

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING — Election of Base Offi  cers for 2016

Monthly Meeting — Installation of Officers

Monthly Meeting — Th anksgiving Th eme

Annual Christmas Luncheon — Navy Golf Course, Cypress19
DEC

 21
NOV

17
OCT

19
SEP

15
AUG

Monthly Meeting — “Hobo Day”

Monthly Meeting — 

Monthly Meeting — WWII Submarine Veterans’ Recognition

 18

 4

 20

 25

23

16

 9

 18

  21

  21

 17

JUL

JUL

JUN

MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY

APRAPR

MAR

FEB

JAN

LOS ANGELES-PASADENA BASE
2015 Calendar of Events

Speakers from Bonefish Base  

Field Day at the Submarine Memorial–West — 0900

Field Day at the Submarine Memorial–West — 0900

Audit of Base Treasury records by Executive Board
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continued from page 6

known since 2011 but only publicly acknowledged by the 
administration in 2014.
“We have made very clear this is not a technicality, a one-
off event or a case of mistaken identity,” Gottemoeller 
said of the violation. “This is a serious Russian violation 
of one of the most basic obligations under the [Interme-
diate-range Nuclear Forces] INF Treaty.”
Gottemoeller and McKeon also asserted that the admin-
istration believes it is in the U.S. national security interest 
to remain in the treaty but neither official could explain 
why.
Russian has responded to the violation by accusing the 
United States of violating the treaty by deploying armed 
drones and anti-missile interceptors in Europe.
Drones are not covered under the treaty and the missile 
interceptors or defensive weapons that do not have of-
fensive strike capabilities.
McKeon said the Russians falsely believe a ground-based 
version of the SM-3 anti-missile interceptor to be de-
ployed in Romania and Poland are ground-based variants 
of land-attack Tomahawk cruise missiles.
Gottemoeller denied that the administration kept secret 

all details about the treaty violation during 2010 Senate 
ratification debate on the New START arms treaty with 
Russia.
Critics in Congress have said that if the violation had 
been known during the debate, Republican senators likely 
would have voted not to ratify the treaty.
Gottemoeller said the cruise missile development was 
known since 2008 but it was not clear it was an illegal 
ground-launched system until 2011.
NATO commander Gen. Philip Breedlove confirmed 
last month that Russia has tested the new cruise missile 
several time, including a recent test on Sept. 2. “So the 
violation is not new and yes we are concerned,” Breedlove 
told reporters.
Defense officials have identified the new cruise missile by 
the NATO designation SSC-X-8.
McKeon said the administration continues to insist that 
Russia return to compliance with the treaty and eliminate 
all of the illegal missiles.
He testified that the Pentagon’s Joint Staff conducted an 
assessment of the threat posed by the new missile if it 
were deployed.

“The assessment tells us that the deployment of such a 
system by the Russian Federation would increase the risk 
to our allies and an indirect threat to the United States,” he 
said.
As a result of the Joint Staff assessment the Pentagon is 
reviewing “a broad range of military response options,” he 
said.

Vladimir Putin Navy Visit

“The reintroduction of such weapons systems is destabiliz-
ing and not in the interests of the United States, Europe, 
Asia, or Russia,” McKeon said. “Russia’s violation of the 
Treaty, and its policies that challenge the European security 
order, will not go unanswered.”
He declined to provide specifics on what steps are being 
taken in response but said new systems are being funded 
to counter the missile that will be outlined in the 2017 
defense budget.
McKeon also said the administration is considering its 
response to Russia’s treaty violation in the overall context of 
Moscow’s build up of military forces.

Russian Drone Submarine Plans Revealed on Russian TV

The Pentagon is “working to improve our defensive mea-
sures to deny Russia offensive capabilities by modifying 
and expanding air defense systems, including addressing 
the difficult challenge posed by cruise missiles,” McKeon 
said.
Gottemoeller said the Russian missile that violates the 
treaty is a threat to European allies because of its very short 
flight time and the difficulty of obtaining warning of an 
attack.
The undersecretary said the government is “puzzled” by the 
Russians’ development of the illegal cruise missile. Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin has mentioned the emerging threat of 
intermediate-range missiles from states like China, Paki-
stan, and Iran.
Economic sanctions on Russia for the treaty violation also 
are being considered, she said.

State Official: Russian Nucle-
ar-Armed Drone Sub Threat-
ens US - Bill Gertz, Washington Free Beacon

“The reintroduction of such weapons systems 
is destabilizing and not in the interests of 
the United States, Europe, Asia, or Russia,” 
McKeon said. “Russia’s violation of the Treaty, 
and its policies that challenge the European 
security order, will not go unanswered.”



   As a personal aside, let me also say what a joy it was—after 
reading so many spottily self-published submarine memoirs in 
recent years—to once again experience seamless professional 
prose about our favorite subject; words conveying information 
clearly, correctly and skillfully. And its error-free typesetting 
was a treat for me as well: this book is certainly proudly and 
proficiently produced. (At the halfway point I realized I hadn’t 
yet run across a single typo, and now I don’t recall spotting 
anything wrong throughout its second half as well.) It was 
therefore very satisfying to me that Trident Deception required 
little effort on the part of the reader: thankfully, one simply gets 

swept away by the story. 
All of this is the mark of 
an author who’s not just 
a competent crafter of 
entertaining fiction, but 
actually a good writer 
as well. Hey, anyone 
who correctly uses the 
word “myriad” (page 
45) gets  my vote by 
default! Campbell’s the 
kind of writer who, for 
instance, recognizes 
there’s a subtle differ-
ence between “nause-
ated” and “nauseous,” 
and word  choice errors 
at this silly level far too 
often make it into print 
these days. I tell you, 
this guy’s good! 

   Apparently I’m not the only one who believes so.  “…This is 
the kind of masterpiece that quickly moves other thrillers to 
the bargain table,” says one critic’s book jacket blurb. “Compel-
ling and thrilling…a must-read” says another.
   As for myself, I’d describe The Trident Deception as well-
structured in quick, hard-hitting chapters—advancing the 
story cleanly, easily, effortlessly. Right away, though, a lot of 
characters are introduced, and it’s something of a challenge to 
keep them straight.  But they soon settle down and sort them-
selves out, and then you’re off and running.
   The first thing going on submarine-wise in the narrative is 
confirmation of Deterrent Patrol conditions we’ve all heard 
about before (and some of Campbell’s readership has no doubt 
personally experienced): life aboard boomers is pretty much 
drill, drill, drill…and little else. But things change quickly 
in this novel, and—major spoiler here—through a complex 

This one’s a winner, gentlemen. Written especially 
for us. It’s the Real Deal—at least as far as current 
submarine fiction goes. If you like your submersible 
action nukie boat—with plenty of geopolitical intrigue 
thrown in a lá Tom Clancy, et al—then this one’s spe-
cifically for you.
   Newcomer author (though longtime boat rider—a 
Commander, in fact) Rick Campbell gets it all pretty 
much just right. And it sure seemed more plausible to 
me than, say, Michael DiMercurio’s wonderfully non-
stop submarine thrillers, 
which, though highly 
entertaining, tend to lean 
a bit more toward the 
frantic. (But ya just gotta 
love ’em!)   
   How I ultimately came 
to read this novel was 
this: An autographed 
copy was offered me by 
Dave Vanderveen, Presi-
dent/Commander of the 
local L.A./Pasadena Base 
chapter of the United 
States Submarine Veter-
ans, Inc., with the hope 
that I would read and 
review it for the chap-
ter’s monthly newsletter. 
Apparently it had been 
donated by the author 
for exactly this purpose—
and I’m guessing to other SubVet chapters as well—in 
order to create some positive word-of-mouth, and as 
such I was only too happy to oblige. (This review will 
therefore appear here in the SCR and there in The 
Periscope.) 
   Usually preferring my leisure-time submarine read-
ing to be WWII flavored, and having already been 
somewhat familiar with modern-era or near-future 
submarine fiction (DiMercurio noted above, plus 
Patrick Robinson’s stuff), I did wonder how much I 
was going to like this book. But I needn’t have worried: 
Campbell really delivers—and then some! A crackling 
plot serviced by a highly competent narrative and very 
convincing accuracy. Where a recent episode of TV’s 
“Madame Secretary” got this sort of thing howlingly 
wrong, this guy gets everything right. 
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Book review by our very own Jeff Porteous as published in the Dec 2015 issue of the SubCommittee Report.

The Trident Deception
By Rick Campbell
©2014 by Rick Campbell
St. Martin’s Press
ISBN: 978-1-250-03901-9.

388 pages.

Available in hardcover or  pa-
perback; online or from brick 
& mortar bookstores. Cur-
rently $18.35 (hardcover) or 
$9.99 (paperback) at Amazon.
com. Also available in Kindle 
and audio editions.
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE FORCE LOSSES
ON ETERNAL PATROL

“I can assure you that they went down fighting and that their brothers who survived  
them took a grim toll of our savage enmy to avenge their deaths.”

— Vice Admiral Charles A. Lockwood, USN

DECEMBER TOLLING OF THE BOATS

WE REMEMBER  For those who gave their lives in defense of our country    WE REMEMBER

USS CAPELIN (SS-289)
Lost on 2 December 1943 with the loss of 76 men. She was on her �rst war patrol, but her exact location and cause 
of loss remain a mystery. She may have been lost to mines or an operational casualty.

USS SEALION (SS-195)
Lost on 10 December 1941 with the loss of �ve men. To prevent her from falling into enemy hands, she was scuttled 
in Manila Bay a�er incurring severe bomb damage during the initial Japanese attack.

USS F-1/CARP (SS-20)
While maneuvering in exercises at sea o� San Clemente CA, F-1 (Carp) and F-3 (Pickerell) (SS-22) collided, the 
former sinking in 10 seconds, her port side torn forward of the engine room. Nineteen of her men were lost, while 
three others were rescued by the submarines with whom she was operating.

USS S-4 (SS-109)
Lost on 17 December 1927 with the loss of 34 o�cers and men when it was sunk a�er being rammed by USCG 
Paulding. Salvaged in 1928 and recommissioned.

USS CAPELIN (SS-289) USS SEALION (SS-195) USS F-1/ CARP (SS-20)

USS F-4 (SS-109)
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continued from page 11

The Trident Deception Review  
- by Jeff Porteous

confluence of villain-induced circumstances, the USS Ken-
tucky (SSBN-737—actually a real-life boomer) is directed 
to launch a nuclear strike on Iran. Once this is discovered 
the rest of the book becomes a desperate race to prevent 
it—employing extreme measures at obviously any cost. 
This mostly involves trying to destroy the Kentucky via very 
determined air, surface and submersible assets—by her own 
side. I mean, she’s failed to acknowledge multiple transmis-
sions of a Launch Termination Order (not her fault, we 
readers know), and a large chunk of the Middle East is now 
inexorably scheduled for conversion to radioactive waste-
land status—what else is the President and his powerful 
Navy supposed to do?
   Well… I immediately had an idea about that, actually, 
inspired by the effective use of UT (underwater telephone) 
technology appearing in Edward L. Beach’s novel Cold is 
the Sea (third book of his bellwether Run Silent, Run Deep 
trilogy). Or, alternately, perhaps rejiggering the onboard 
technology of an air-dropped sonobuoy to attempt the same 
effect. Happily, the author does soon afterward have his 
characters formulate a plan to have 688-class fast attacks 
attempt to communicate with the Kentucky using UTs as I’d 
presaged, and I felt immediately vindicated. Still, whether 
attempting to sink her or talk to her, the various parties 
involved do have to find her first—always a challenge when 
you’re talking a deep-running and quiet Ohio-class boat. 
Good luck, guys! (Another spoiler: eventually UT contact 
is made with the Kentucky at the climax of this suspenseful 
ride, but by an altogether different player brought in later in 
the story....)
   Of course, assuming such contact can’t be made and the 
Kentucky must be sunk, a cover story needs to be con-
cocted to encourage friendlies to (unknowingly) fire upon 
their own. This is accomplished by tagging the Kentucky as 
actually a just-launched Chinese “copy” boomer—secretly 
fashioned after an American Ohio-class—and thus account-
ing for the identical tonal signature American fast attacks 
are hearing when being sent to target her. Okay, that works. 
Except, how come satellite imagery and other intelligence 
never warned us of its construction and sea trials in the first 
place? Am I missing something here? (Forget the trivia and 
just go with it, Jeff, it’s much more fun that way!) 
   The villain in all this is actually a rogue element of the Is-
raeli cloak-and-dagger elite, interested in having the Ameri-
cans take out Iran as payback for funding and support of 
the Palestinians. A particularly emotionally close-hitting 
suicide bombing has turned this whole affair quite personal 
for the Israeli Prime Minister, by  the way, setting all this in 
motion.
   I won’t—and couldn’t—reveal the entire plot of the novel, 
and have actually told you too much already.  But you 
should know that this is one terrific submarine yarn. It is 
relentless, becoming more and more engaging as it unreels. 
Campbell is obviously an expert at keeping all his play-

ers and forces clear and at play, while still bringing tense 
suspense for the reader. And the story’s apt structure of 
brief chapters identified in strings does move things along 
like proverbial falling dominoes; a brisk pace is created as a 
result. And all  the while I’m thinking: Okay, I know they’re 
going to  get out of this. There has to be at least a semi-hap-
py ending—but how?!
   Also while reading I was thinking the novel seemed writ-
ten with a movie adaptation in mind. It’s plot-driven and 
its characters are mostly revealed externally rather than 
internally by a narrator. Hmm… And there are exciting set 
pieces too, like a scene where two repair party crewmen are 
nearly swept away by wave action beneath the Kentucky’s 
missile superstructure. There  are also twists and turns, 
characters built in your mind to go one way who wind 
up going another. Fun red herrings, I mean. For instance, 
I never expected any member of an intensely trained, 
screened and dutiful Ohio crew to ever show the slightest 
doubt about carrying out an official nuclear strike directive 
when so called upon. But doubts there are, even to the point 
of some mutinous talk. Dereliction of duty: very cinematic. 
Reminded me of Crimson Tide.
   All of this suspense—especially during the last third or so 
of the book—is manifest by chapters which end in water-
shed moments, sending the plot along in tense gulps toward 
its inevitable conclusion…whatever that might turn out 
to be. Events do remain uncertain all  the way to the Big 
Finish. One character you were convinced would survive 
doesn’t—then miraculously does after all. Whew. Actually 
there are a number of spots like that. It’s that kind of thriller.
   Although I do have a few minor quibbles I’ll get to in a 
moment, if there’s one real flaw in this book it’s perhaps the 
overly melodramatic touch of having father and son char-
acters on opposite-number subs trying to take each other 
out; one tragically knowing so and dutifully carrying on, 
the other blissfully in the dark about the situation. This is, 
however, the stuff of which summer movies are made—so 
again, I’m thinking film adaptation here.
   Okay, okay. Here are my niggling complaints:
   1) Why are Campbell’s boomer characters still decked out 
in the old (preferred) blue “poopysuit” coveralls instead of 
new (oft’ reviled) digital grey camo? The whole undersea 
fleet has now switched to this new look, right? (That’s what I 
read somewhere, anyway.)
   2) The way the book describes the secret, undetected dis-
mantling of the Kentucky’s sophisticated radio system comes 
off to me as a bit simplistic, and therefore perhaps not fully 
convincing. Where are all the redundant backup systems I 
presume exist, which would note the continued arrival of 
legit radio traffic from base?
   3) The cliché “watery grave” gets past Campbell’s editor(s) 
at least twice. Ugh. The simple word “death” would’ve 
worked so much better in at least one instance. If I never see 
that hoary old expression again it’ll be too soon.
   4) A couple of squirrelly spots are a little hard to take: 
There’s a character who suffers a vicious beating which 
includes a badly broken nose plus a flesh wound and even a 
knife wound in the neck (of unrevealed gravity to the reader 
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at the time of its occurrence), while also witnessing a violent 
murder at close range in her own apartment while all this is 
happening—yet manages to up and run off instantly to her 
career-appointed duties. Regardless of the urgency of the 
surrounding context, this seems a bit much no matter what 
kind of adrenaline torrent is flowing. (At least to me.) Also, 
one of the villains recovers far too quickly from a strongly 
delivered M.O.T. knee-to-the-groin to not set off a warn-
ing alarm from my BS meter. Further, as referenced above, 
an entire SSBN’s radio room facilities are compromised by 
a single, secretly installed Trojan Horse computer circuit 
board. Maybe all this could indeed happen—even easily, 
what do I know?—it just seemed somewhat far-fetched.
   5) Unless I completely misread it (indeed, quite possible), 
at one point the narrative notes that American boomers 
aren’t fitted out with active sonar—just passive. Could this 
be true? I recognize they’d immediately give up their stealth 
if ever using it, but on the other hand, it sure seems like 
dire emergencies might truly call for that flexibility. I had to 
wonder what was going on here.
   On the opposite side of the scale, however, are some 
exemplary successes the novel brings to bear which far out-
weigh my silly criticisms above: 
   1) The boats and their internal details are described in 
very believable detail. The only thing I was left wondering 
was whether or not any sported an “autodog” (chocolate 
soft-serve ice cream dispenser)  in their crew’s mess!
   2) The wonderful surprise treat of the passage on pages 
52-53, wherein Dick O’Kane’s widow delivers to the boat 
her husband’s famed and framed cribbage card hand (an 
artifact which does actually exist) so that fictional skipper 
Malone can claim a good omen for his upcoming patrol. 
Check out Campbell’s full story of that lucky cribbage me-
mento:

He had watched his Captain escort an elderly woman off 
the boat following lunch, returning moments later to the 
Wardroom, where Malone waited. As the Captain eagerly 
unwrapped a thin package left on the Wardroom table, the 
brown wrapping paper pulled back to reveal an eighteen-
by-twenty-four-inch nautical chart covered in glass and 
surrounded by a plain, worn wooden frame. Annotated on 
the chart were two merchant ship sinkings in the Yellow Sea 
between China and Korea, and the yellowed edges of the chart 
combined with the lack of a separate North and South Korea 
told Malone the nautical chart was a very old one. Dates were 
inscribed on the map beneath each sinking: 19 and 21 March 
1943, and the dates and locations tugged at his memory until 
he finally recalled their significance.
In 1943, while the U.S. Surface Fleet slugged its way west-
ward across the Pacific, Executive Officer Dick O’Kane and 
his Captain, Mush Morton, led the submarine Wahoo on 
her fourth war patrol deep into Japanese-controlled waters 
in search of enemy ships. In particular, they were looking for 

the prized merchant ships, the lifeblood of the island nation 
of Japan. By mid-March, transiting into the Yellow Sea, the 
crew had nothing to show for the long weeks at sea, morale 
deteriorating as each day passed. Their spirits lifted on March 
18, when Dick O’Kane, playing cribbage with his Captain, 
was dealt a rare twenty-nine-point hand. Lady Luck made 
good on her promise—the Wahoo sank her first merchant ship 
of the patrol the following day. A scant two days later, O’Kane 
was dealt a twenty-eight-point hand, the Wahoo sinking a 
second merchant ship within the hour.
The two cribbage hands had indeed been omens of good luck 
for Dick O’Kane and the crew of the Wahoo,  and as Ma-
lone studied the framed document in the Captain’s hands, 
he noticed two sets of playing cards affixed to the chart, five 
cards in the top right corner and  a complementing set in the 
bottom left. Only then did he realize what the Captain held in 
his hands. The elderly woman was Dick O’Kane’s widow, and 
she had left the Captain with her husband’s twenty-eight- and 
twenty-nine-point cribbage hands, dealt to him aboard the 
Wahoo on March 18 and 21, 1943.

   Obviously, to my mind, author Campbell deserves major 
kudos for bringing to his narrative this beloved sub service 
cribbage lore. Bravo Zulu, Rick!
   3) Another thing I liked was that the USS San Francisco 
(again, an actual L.A.-class boat) makes a lengthy appear-
ance in this book. The true tale of her fabled underwater 
collision is told, as well as how the bow of the retiring USS 
Honolulu was grafted onto her hull to keep her afloat and on 
the duty roster. (A new nickname is then given her by wags 
on her crew: the San Franlulu. I loved that! Hadn’t heard 
that one before.)
   4) There is also a wonderfully written passage on page 154 
comparing and contrasting WWII-era submarine torpedoes 
with today’s highly advanced ADCAP Mk. 48s. Quite an 
education for many readers, I’m sure, and in just a few lines.
   5) On page 181 there’s a passage about a character’s living 
in the same Hawaiian house as did Mush Morton that’s just 
so terrific I simply have to reproduce it here:

As a captain in the Navy, Wilson could have afforded more 
elegant accommodations than the 1940s-era military hous-
ing. However, as he passed through the front door and walked 
across the uneven wood floor, passing walls with multiple 
coats of paint, he felt like he was treading on hallowed 
ground. It was a privilege to live in one of the houses that 
America’s World War II submarine commanders had called 
home.
Seventy years ago, Mush Morton, Dick O’Kane, Eugene 
Fluckey, and other commanding officers led their crews into 
battle from Pearl Harbor, returning home to their families 
and homes in Makalapa. Mush Morton himself, commanding 
officer of the Wahoo, had lived in the house Wilson lived in 
now, had slept in the very same bedroom, and had lain awake 
at night wondering if he would return to his wife and children 
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the next time he led his crew to sea. After leading the Wahoo 
into the Sea of Japan on his fifth war patrol, Morton and his 
crew did not return home.

   Again, it’s obvious Campbell is fully up on his submarine 
history/mythology/lore (how could he not be, having rid-
den the boats himself?) and that he knows he’ll be playing to 
a great many of the submarine faithful in the publication of 
this novel. A good writer always knows his audience. Well 
done.
   Personally, once again, another great appeal of this book 
was in having described within it places I’ve actually visited 
myself. Like the revamped escape training tower on the 
subase at Pearl, or a specific stairwell in—and the second 
floor of—the COMSUBPAC  HQ building on base. I further 
remember spotting that Mush “Morton” base street sign 
Campbell refers to at one point.
   Much more important, and to his great credit, Campbell 
did not play out his Last Act as I’d predicted or would’ve 
likely attempted myself had the novel been my own. Good 
man! There is also a wonderful—if very improbable—little 
scene of over-the-top revenge at the end which is so cin-
ematic and so satisfying I’m just going to leave it at that for 
the joy it brought. BZ again, Mr. Campbell; I’m sure all your 
readers will enjoy it in the obvious spirit of fun intended.
   And yes, friends—another spoiler here—there is a happy 
ending, or at least a semi-happy one anyway.
   I also found it clever how the author had set up a full cast 
list at the end of the book, assisting a potential adaptive 
screenwriter—or later, a casting director—with their jobs 
to some extent. Campbell’s no fool.  And I hope the effort is 
well founded, because The Trident Deception would indeed 
make a fine movie.  But for now, gentle SCR reader, don’t 
miss it in its written form—a real winner, and just so much 
fun!
                                                                 —Jeff Porteous

continued from page 14

The Trident Deception Review  
- by Jeff Porteous

Binnacle List

Bernard Kauderer has a broken ankle.

He qualified in 1958 on the USS Raton  SS-270  

09-VADM.

Royal G. Harrison is "having some health issues."

He is 91 years old and lives in LaCanada.

Qualified in 1944 on the USS Saury  SS-189

Submitted by his daughter, Susan James. 

Nick Chiechi has been in the hospital with conges-
tive heart failure, pneumonia and other problems.

He is 72 years old and lives in Saint Marie, Mon-
tana. 

He usually comes to California for the winter 
months and attends at least one or two meetings.

Qualified on the USS Bluegill  SS-242 in 1964.
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Russian Sub With Cruise Mis-
siles Reported Near Syria  
- Staff, Times Of Israel

A diesel-electric Russian submarine with state-of-the-
art cruise missiles approached the Mediterranean coast 
of Syria on Tuesday, the Russian Interfax news agency 
reported.
The Rostov-on-Don submarine of the Black Sea Fleet is 
reportedly armed with Russian Klub series missiles and 
antiaircraft artillery.  

Rostov-on-Don Sub in Route to Syria

“Klub” missiles were reported to have been used recently by 
Russia’s Caspian Flotilla to attack Islamic State fighters in 
Syria.
Russian news site Izvestia reported that the warship Mosk-
va, the most advanced vessel of the Black Sea Fleet, has also 
been stationed in the eastern Mediterranean in the after-
math of Turkey’s November 24 downing of a Russian fighter 
jet.
On Sunday, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
blasted as “provocation” images of a Russian serviceman 
armed with a rocket launcher as the Caesar Kunikov war-
ship passed through Turkish waters.
Russia has been openly stepping up its involvement in Syria 
in recent months, especially since the October downing of 
a Russian passenger plane in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula in a 
bomb attack claimed by IS. All 224 people on board were 
killed in the attack.
In a Friday evening address at the Saban Forum in Wash-
ington DC, Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon warned of 
waning US influence in the Middle East, saying that Russia 
is replacing the vacuum left by US absence in the region.
“Russia is playing a more significant role than the United 
States,” Ya’alon said, adding, “We don’t like the fact that King 
Abdullah of Jordan is going to Moscow, the Egyptians are 
going to Moscow, the Saudis are going to Moscow.”
“The United States should play a more active role in our 
region,” Ya’alon said.


